
 

 

PRESS RELEASE  
7th April 2018 

Attack on the world half marathon record and a new Czech 
national record set at the Sportisimo Prague Half Marathon  

 
The fastest woman on the course of the twentieth jubilee Sportisimo Prague Half Marathon was Kenyan 
talent Joan Melly, who was clearly out to make a new world record from the very beginning. She missed out 
on that by a mere 13 seconds, however with the result of 1:05:04 she still managed to earn herself fifth place 
in the world half marathon tables. Reigning supreme among the men was Kenyan runner and RunCzech 
Racing Team member Benard Kimeli (59:47), with Jiří Homoláč coming out top among his Czech rivals, as 
predicted. Eva Vrabcová-Nývltová smashed the twenty-four year old Czech record. Thanks to the RunCzech 
Racing Team member the current national women’s record now stands at 1:11:01.  “If you’d asked me before 
the race, I’d never have believed I was capable of such a result, it’s absolutely amazing,” the Czech record 
holder revealed as she crossed the finish line. 
 
The fastest woman on the course, Joan Melly, had cause for celebration with today’s result.  The young Kenyan 
runner started very fast and even after the middle of the race the expected time was almost one minute better 
than the actual world record set in Valencia last October. In the second part of the race she started to slow 
down but despite that at the end she still managed to enhance her personal best and triumph in a time of 
1:05:04, plus pick up the fifth best women’s half marathon time on record and third best result of this year. 
“The first five kilometres were exceptionally fast with us running it in under fifteen minutes, but I didn’t look at 
my watch at all, I just followed the pacemakers. I felt my strength wane a bit towards the end, but it was still 
enough to break a new personal best and secure a win. I’m incredibly happy I managed to do it in Prague and 
would like to thank everyone who helped me achieve this result,” the radiant winner shared at the finish.  
Running in second place over one minute later was compatriot Caroline Chepkoech Kipkirui (1:06:09) followed 
by Worknesh Degefa from Ethiopia in third place (1:08:10). 
 
The men’s race also delivered a gripping spectacle, leaving fans in suspense right until the final kilometre of the 
race’s twentieth event year. In the end victory went to Kenyan runner and RunCzech Racing Team disciple 
Benard Kimeli. “I won the ten kilometre Birell Prague Grand Prix last year, and now can add the half marathon 
to that. Prague really suits me and I race well here. The conditions went in our favour today and I’m really 
pleased that I managed to win,” Kimeli shared speaking of his triumph and personal best time of 59:47. The 
first three men across the finish all managed to do so in under one hour.  Crossing the finish line in second 
place was Geoffrey Yegon (59:56) followed by Peter Kwemoi (59:58) in third place. 
 
The Czech women’s half marathon record held by Alena Peterková took place in Oslo back in 1994 – one year 
before the first ever Volkswagen Prague Marathon. Eva Vrabcová-Nývltová, another RunCzech Racing Team 
member, came close to surpassing that target two years ago, however ended up finishing four seconds shy of a 
new record. But all good things go to those who wait and today was clearly Eva’s day in the limelight. The new 
Czech record (naturally also Eva’s personal best) now stands at 1:11:01. 
  
“After three doomed races, I’d started to tell myself my running career was coming to an end, but this is a huge 
boost to my motivation. Despite my husband and trainer Martin maintaining that I was capable of running such 
a time, I didn’t believe it and still can’t,” a smiling Eva Vrabcová-Nývltová revealed. Together with pacemaker 
Emmanuel Biwott, she had planned to finish in exactly 1:11. And the Kenyan pacemaker helped her do just 



 

 

that.  “He was absolutely fantastic, he didn’t let me overdo it at the start, which secured a trouble-free first ten 
kilometres. I experienced a bit of a crisis in the second half but Emmanuel was there to help me pull through. It 
was a truly amazing experience working with him,” Vrabcová-Nývltová revealed in praise of his efforts.  
Running in second place was Kristýna Dvořáková with a significantly enhanced personal best of 1:16:55, 
followed by Czech veteran Petra Kamínková (1:18:35) in third place.  
 
 
In terms of the Czechs, Jiří Homoláč triumphed rather convincingly, though wasn’t especially pleased with his 
result of 1:04:33.  “I had a cold last week and felt it come to the surface in the second half of the race. The first 
half was fine, but I came away from the group at the eleventh kilometre, was alone and it went downhill from 
there. But the conditions were really great,” Homoláč revealed at the finish.  He was followed by Ondřej Fejfar 
(1:07:18), and Tomáš Edlman (1:09:26). 
 
A grand total of 11 668 runners competed in the twentieth Sportisimo Prague Half Marathon. 
 
Watch the highlights of the race here. 
 
TOP 10 MEN 
 
1  KIMELI BENARD  KEN  00:59:47  

 2  YEGON GEOFFREY KEN  00:59:56  

 3  KWEMOI PETER  KEN  00:59:58  

 4  KIPCHUMBA ABEL  KEN  01:00:05  

 5  KIPLAGAT SHADRACK  KEN  01:00:06  

 6  KIPYATICH ABRAHAM KAPSIS  KEN  01:00:08  

 7  KANGOGO JUSTUS KIPKOGEI  KEN  01:00:24  

 8  TANUI JOSPHAT KIMUTAI  KEN  01:01:14  

 9  KIPNGETICH EDMOND  KEN  01:01:19  

 10  FANIEL EYOB  ITA  01:02:27  

 
 

TOP 10 WOMEN 

 1    MELLY JOAN KEN   01:05:04  

 2  
KIPKIRUI CAROLINE 

CHEPKOECH  

KEN  01:06:09  
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 3  DEGEFA WORKNESH ETH  01:08:10  

 4  CHEBET RISPER  KEN  01:09:25  

 5  KWAMBAI ANTONINA  KEN  01:09:48  

 6  CHEPCHIRCHIR FLOMENA  KEN  01:09:52  

 7  KIMAINA GLADYS  KEN  01:10:40  

 8  VRABCOVÁ-NÝVLTOVÁ EVA  CZE  01:11:01  

 9  KUDZELICH SVIATLANA  BLR  01:11:45  

 10  BERTONE CATHERINE  ITA  01:13:51  

 

 

 

 
If you’re interested in further information or print quality photography, please get in touch with:  

Tadeáš Mahel      
PR & Media 
     
mob: +420 725 974 749, tel: 233 015 021      
email: mahel@pim.cz 
 
Prague International Marathon, spol. s. r.o. / Tempo Team Prague s.r.o. 
Františka Křížka 461/11, 170 00 Praha 7 
 

Note: The photographs attached may only be used in conjunction with this press release and citing 
RunCzech as the source. 

Notes for editors: http://www.runczech.com/cs/pro-media/poznamky-pro-editory/index.shtml 
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