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Rachik hopes to grab another victory. Twell came to 

fight for a great time 

 

The Mattoni Olomouc Half Marathon, awarded the IAAF Road Race Gold Label, celebrates  tomorrow, 15 June, 

its tenth birthday. The Olomouc race is the sixth event of RunCzech season 2019 and the third in the 

EuroHeroes Challenge 

Again this time we will not miss at the start line the Italian Yassine Rachik. At two previous half marathons in 

Karlovy Vary and České Budějovice he broke away from all his rivals and in both cases set the new European race 

records. “I'm so happy to start here. I'd like to attack one hour and two minutes time. The event is also a great 

preparation for the Doha World Championship,”- said Rachik at today's press conference. 

The ninth man of this year's London Marathon and admirer of the legendary compatriot Stefano Baldini believes 

he can grab a third victory at EuroHeroes Challenge. “Stefano Baldini is one of the biggest running legends, I'd 

like to become like him once. I feel that thanks to this project I could get to the forefront of world athletics. 

Winning the EuroHeroes Challenge is a big dream for me. I believe that I will keep my leadership to the winning 

end,” he added. 

Among women the leader of the EuroHeroes Challenge is Lilia Fisikovici from Molodva.  She managed to win both 

Mattoni Karlovy Vary Half Marathon and Mattoni České Budějovice Half Marathon. However here in Olomouc, 

she will find a strong rival from Great Britain - Stephanie Twell - who participated in 2008 and 2016 Olympic 

Games and has a medal from the Commonwealth Games. 

Stephanie is happy that Europeans are finally able to win and be on the podium. “Thanks to the EuroHeroes 

Challenge we have the opportunity to fight for it. That motivates me tremendously. On the course we can 

compete with elite male runners, and this is also pushing our performance. I love this opportunity and came here 

to fight for a great time, ”said Stephanie Twell. 

One of the best Czechs of recent years, Jiří Homoláč, has a great motivation in the Moravian race. He will want 

to compete mainly with Vít Pavlišt, who defeated him both at the Volkswagen Prague Marathon and at the race 

in České Budějovice. "I did not feel fit during the last weeks, and we can see the results. I suffered from a strong 

allergy in České Budějovice and I was worried a lot about the race. Now I feel that my form is returning and I can 

fight with Vitek and other great Czech runners for a triumph at the Olomouc half marathon,-”says Homolac.The 

race will welcome also the legend of the Czech running world Petra Kamínková. Experienced athlete, a 17-time 

Czech champion in various disciplines, will run in Olomouc for the tenth time. 

The race will kick off on Saturday, 15 June, at 7 pm and will welcome over 10 000 runners in the half marathon 
and the non-competitive dm family run. 
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