
  

 

Press release 

Prague, 22nd  of July, 2021 

 RUNCZECH PRAGUE RACES CANCELED. THEY ARE TOO BIG TO TAKE PLACE 

DURING PANDEMIC. 

With social distancing and other limiting rules still in place for mass participation events, as well as 

with all uncertainties surrounded by new waves of virus mutations, RunCzech has elected to cancel 

their highly popular Sportisimo Prague Half Marathon and the Birell Prague Grand Prix, planned for 

September 4-5, as well as the Prague Relay planned for August 25. 

Staging a world class event requires months of preparations, which the organizers don’t have at disposal 

under the circumstances, and RunCzech prizes quality too much to jeopardize it.  

Even if there was more time, considering the size of the events, the organizers would have been required 

to stagger the start of those races. And with tens of thousands of runners participating, the events would 

have dragged on endlessly. Staggered starts would have left runners standing around for hours. It would 

have been a burden on the volunteers who already give so much. And it would have shut down the city 

for far too long.  

According to Mr. Capalbo, the president of the organizing committee, “the citizens of Prague 

enthusiastically support what we’re doing here. They celebrate with us. But closing the city for whole 

weekend and keeping everyone waiting that long would be unfair to the runners and to the locals.” 

To all registered runners that have paid the entry fee, the organizers are making available the option to 

either transfer their registration to 2022, or to transform the registration fee into a voucher for the e-

shop www.allrunnersarebeautiful.com or to donate their amount to the project ‘Get up and run’ for 

students that helps to improve the sport facilities in high schools.  

Meanwhile, RunCzech is still planning to stage its next regional events, the Generali Česká Red Run on 

June 24 and the Mattoni Olomouc Half Marathon on August 14, which are in line with the health and 

safety measures and are feasible to take place.  

On top, starting from August and lasting until the end of October, the organizers offer a free of charge 

virtual running challenge called Mattoni FreeRun Run & Plog. The project is linked with the Plogging 

Cesko association and together will inspire runners to collect waste while running and make their region 

greener.  

 



  

 

The destiny of the Volkswagen Prague Marathon and the events in Usti nad Labem, Liberec, and Ceske 

Budejovice is being discussed and monitored daily. The organizers will release further information in the 

month of August. 

The organization is hopeful that, with more people receiving the Covid vaccine, their regular race 

schedule will resume soon.  In the meantime, Mr. Capalbo has a simple message of hope for runners.  

“You keep training. And we’ll keep thinking.” 

All technical information will be communicated to runners directly and can be found on 

www.runczech.com    

_______________________________________ 

CONTACT 

For more information, please get in touch with: 

Tomáš Mirovský 

mob: +420 777 746 809 

e-mail: pr@pim.cz  

 

NOTES FOR EDITORS: ABOUT RUNCZECH 
- RunCzech organizes running events in cities across the Czech Republic and in Italy, with Napoli Running, 

and in Japan and China supported by local entities.  
- Prague International Marathon spol. s.r.o. (“PIM“) was established in 1995 by Carlo Capalbo, President 

of the Organizing Committee, with the aim of staging a world-class international marathon in Prague.  
- Nearly 1.2 million runners have participated in RunCzech events since its inception. In 2019, we 

welcomed over 120 000 finishers from 101 different countries.  
- ALL RUNNERS ARE BEAUTIFUL is our way of welcoming everyone to the world of running.  
- Initiatives like RunCzech Running League and SuperHalfs were created to motivate casual runners. To 

support elite European athletes, we created the EuroHeroes Challenge.  
- RunCzech Racing is dedicated to the development of young athletes, community ties, and sporting 

excellence. Eight World records so far and over 150 podium finishes for our team! 
- We host other events such as our Bambini Runs, Family Runs and Junior Marathon Championship to 

encourage youth participation. 
- Our FreeRun courses form a network of running trails across the Czech Republic. 
- Our Running Mall serves as the epicenter of the running world in Prague. 
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