
Olomouc
June 18, 2022

Mattoni Olomouc Half Marathon attracted thousands of runners, the
winners are Ukrainians Shafar and Zinenko

Vitaliy Shafar from Ukraine is the king of the Mattoni Olomouc Half Marathon. In the
race, which boasts a five-star European Athletics certificate, he coped best with the hot
weather and finished in a time of 1:05:31. "It was amazing here. A wonderful
experience. I had a great time," said the winner. The women´s champion is also
Ukrainian Valeria Zinenko. She managed to run the twenty-one kilometre course in
1:12:57. "I'm glad I finished the race at all. I'm used to running ten km, so this was super
hard for me. But I made it and I'm very happy to be here, said the best woman of the
race." A total of 4 600 runners participated in Saturday's race in the streets of the Hana
region metropolis. And almost 2 000 runners joined the dm Family Run "The
atmosphere of the twelfth Mattoni Olomouc Half Marathon was great. I am glad that we
inspired Olomouc to run again," said Carlo Capalbo, President of the RunCzech
Organizing Committee.

The start list of the race promised a dramatic spectacle. Several Olympians, such as the
winner Vitaliy Shafaret and Georgian Daviti Kharazishvili, hit the course starting at the
Upper Square. But for the local spectators was the most important Czech favorite Jiri
Homoláč. "The race was tough, I do not like the heat lately. I fought as hard as I could. It
was very challenging. But the atmosphere here was again excellent, thanks to all
spectators," said Homoláč, the winner of both this year's Half Marathon and Marathon in
Prague, who traditionally prepares for the season in Kenya.

The first woman Valeria Zinenko was also enjoying the special atmosphere in Olomouc.
"The fans were incredible, crazy and tremendously friendly.



I felt that they wished me success maybe even more than to other competitors, because I
am from Ukraine," Zinenko explained. She was followed by Hanne Verbruggen from
Belgium who finished the race with a time of 1:13:56. Among the Czech women, Eva
Vrabcová Nývltová placed third with a time of 1:17:16. Vrabcova Nývltová showed a
good form at the end. "It was very difficult today. I already know that even running hurts a
lot. But I am glad that I have improved my time by two minutes since the last race and my
form is going up," Vrabcová Nývltová breathed a sigh of relief. "People cheered great. It
was absolutely amazing here, but that's at all RunCzech races," added the Czech
Olympian.

However, Mattoni Olomouc Half Marathon did not belong only to professionals. The
perfect atmosphere was also enjoyed by thousands of other runners. Whether in the
main race, the relay, 2Run or the three-kilometer dm family run to which the famous
football player David Rozehnal, a bronze medallist from the 2004 European
Championships, supported as an ambassador.

The Mattoni Olomouc Half Marathon is considered as the most prestigious race in
Moravia and contributes greatly to the promotion of the city. In connection with the race,
total initiated consumption of CZK 33 million (EUR 1,3 milion) was generated in 2019,
while the total sales in multiplication were even CZK 65 million (EUR 2,5 milion). Thus,
the public budget increased by 13 million CZK (EUR 508 000).



Note for editors

● All five events hold World Athletics Elite Road Race Labels.
● Each of the five races are certified by AIMS, have been awarded a 5 Star Road

Race standard by European Athletics or have hosted the IAAF (World Athletics)
Half Marathon Championships.

● SuperHalfs races have played host to World Record performances (2 in Lisbon, 2
in Prague, 1 in Copenhagen and 3 in Valencia).

● RunCzech organizes running events in cities across the Czech Republic and in
Italy, with Napoli Running, and in Japan and China supported by local entities.

● Prague International Marathon spol. s.r.o. ("PIM")/RunCzech was established in
1995 by Carlo Capalbo, President of the Organizing Committee, with the aim of
staging a world-class international marathon in Prague.

● Nearly 1.2 million runners have participated in RunCzech events since its
inception. In 2019, we welcomed over 120 000 finishers from 101 different
countries.

● ALL RUNNERS ARE BEAUTIFUL is our way of welcoming everyone to the world of
running.

● Initiatives like RunCzech Running League and SuperHalfs were created to
motivate casual runners. To support elite European athletes, we created the
EuroHeroes Challenge.

● RunCzech Racing is dedicated to the development of young athletes, community
ties, and sporting excellence. Eight World records so far and over 150 podium
finishes for our team!

● In 2021, RunCzech introduced the unique running invention called The Battle of
the Teams. "Professional marathoners competing in teams, strategically drafted
based on their collective personal bests, giving each team a serious chance to
win gold".

● We host other events such as our Bambini Runs, Family Runs and Junior
Marathon Championship to encourage youth participation.

● Our FreeRun courses form a network of running trails across the Czech Republic.
● Our Running Mall serves as the epicenter of the running world in Prague.
● All accompanying information regarding RunCzech can be found at this link:

https://bit.ly/2X83DLD

https://bit.ly/2X83DLD


Contact

For more information, please get in touch with:

● Saso Belovski (belovski@runczech.com, or +420 777 746 807)
● Soňa Barabášová (barabasova@runczech.com, +420  603 455 830)

Or reach the office at pr@runczech.com or +420 224 919 209
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