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April 7, 2022 

 
Running Revolution: The Volkswagen Prague Marathon will offer a unique battle 

of teams made up of professionals and all runners 
 

RunCzech is changing the world of marathon racing. The revolutionary project Battle of the Teams, 

which turns the individual discipline into a team sport. Anyone can contribute to the result. 

Professionals and amateurs. "No runner needs to be alone from now on. The overall result of the team 

can be influenced by both, a star athlete and a running enthusiast. The dramatic battle will end when 

the last competitor crosses the finish line, "says Carlo Capalbo, director of RunCzech. Battle of the Teams 

is part of the Volkswagen Marathon Prague 2022, which will start on May 8 in the Old Town Square. "All 

eleven thousand participants in the marathon can take part in the battle of six teams. And everyone can 

contribute to the result of their team, " outlined Capalbo. 

Last year's premiere of Battle of the Teams was scaled down due to Covid-19 pandemic, and this year the 

team competition will be open to all runners interested in competing. The organizers will first fairly divide 

36 pro-athletes from around the world into six teams. In each of them, the four athletes will be scored for 

their performances (every team has also 2 substitutes in case anyone from the team would get injured or 

couldn't arrive), the fifth "scored competitor" will be formed by an average of scores of a group of 

registered amateurs (capacity of the team is unlimited!). The result is then decided by the sum of points 

recalculated from the times of all team members. In addition, if a professional athlete runs a personal best, 

he/she will receive an extra three percent point bonus for his team. 

How to sign up for Battle of the Teams? Each competitor will choose their team during the registration 

process or on their RunCzech profile. Whether on the basis of sympathy for specific professionals, team 

captains or according to a charitable project that the individual team supports. Each team will run in the 

color of their title partner. These are Volkswagen, Mattoni, ČEZ, adidas Runners, Generali Česká pojišťovna 

and Birell for this year. "Apart from the runners, we want to attract new fans with this attractive team 

concept, and we also plan to draw more TV viewers into the action. In the Battle of the Teams, the 

champions will not be decided until the very end, "explains Carlo Capalbo. So far, the organizers have 

confirmed the names of these five out of six non-running captains: Jiří Prskavec - Olympic champion in 

water slalom; Barbora Strýcová - tennis player; Zuzana Hejnová – track athlete, Barbora Votíková - football 

goalkeeper of the club Paris St. Germain; and Jiří Ježek - Paralympic cycling winner, whose team Birell won 

last year. 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

The winning  team will receive a 30,000 US$ cash prize, which will be shared equally among all pro-athletes 

(not according to individual performance). The standard prize money for professional runners is as follows: 

12,500 US$ for the winner; 15,000 CZK for the best Czech; 100,000 US$ for breaking the world record; in 

addition to various time-incentive bonuses. But amateur runners will also be motivated. In Battle of the 

Teams, each competitor has the opportunity to join the title partners' running communities and enjoy all 

their benefits. Some partners will offer experiences in the form of complementary family entrances to the 

water park or various cultural events, there are also prizes in the form of the latest running footwear or 

beverage supply for the whole year, and also joint sports activities with team captains. 

Contact 

For more information, please get in touch with: 

 Saso Belovski (belovski@runczech.com, or +420 777 746 807) 

 Soňa Barabášová (barabasova@runczech.com, +420  603 455 830) 

Or reach the office at pr@runczech.com or +420 224 919 209 
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Note for editors 

 All five events hold World Athletics Elite Road Race Labels. 

 Each of the five races are certified by AIMS, have been awarded a 5 Star Road Race standard by 

European Athletics or have hosted the IAAF (World Athletics) Half Marathon Championships. 

 SuperHalfs races have played host to World Record performances (2 in Lisbon, 2 in Prague, 1 in 

Copenhagen and 3 in Valencia). 

 RunCzech organizes running events in cities across the Czech Republic and in Italy, with Napoli 

Running, and in Japan and China supported by local entities. 

 Prague International Marathon spol. s.r.o. ("PIM")/RunCzech was established in 1995 by Carlo 

Capalbo, President of the Organizing Committee, with the aim of staging a world-class 

international marathon in Prague. 

 Nearly 1.2 million runners have participated in RunCzech events since its inception. In 2019, we 

welcomed over 120 000 finishers from 101 different countries. 

 ALL RUNNERS ARE BEAUTIFUL is our way of welcoming everyone to the world of running. 

 Initiatives like RunCzech Running League and SuperHalfs were created to motivate casual runners. 

To support elite European athletes, we created the EuroHeroes Challenge. 

 RunCzech Racing is dedicated to the development of young athletes, community ties, and sporting 

excellence. Eight World records so far and over 150 podium finishes for our team! 

 In 2021, RunCzech introduced the unique running invention called The Battle of the Teams. 

"Professional marathoners competing in teams, strategically drafted based on their collective 

personal bests, giving each team a serious chance to win gold". 

 We host other events such as our Bambini Runs, Family Runs and Junior Marathon Championship 

to encourage youth participation. 

 Our FreeRun courses form a network of running trails across the Czech Republic. 

 Our Running Mall serves as the epicenter of the running world in Prague. 

 All accompanying information regarding RunCzech can be found at this link: 

https://bit.ly/2X83DLD 


