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Unrivaled Running Mall opens in Prague 

 

The corner house between Milady Horákové and Františka Křížka Streets in Letna, Prague 7 

has been transformed into a Running Mall and unparalleled running crossroads in the 

heart of Europe.  

Race Director of the ING New York City Marathon, Mary Wittenberg who is visiting Prague 

for the first time to mark the occasion, offered the following praise: “The idea of creating a 

place for people to meet which all runners can draw inspiration from, is absolutely great. 

We had been thinking about doing the same, however you’ve beaten us to it”   

 

The ground floor will be home to the main reception which also boasts a cafe and water bar, 

a specialized adidas running store, a conference room and running club. On top of this, 

runners will be able to take advantage of the facilities including dressing rooms and showers, 

and use the venue as a kind of launch pad before heading out for a run in nearby Stromovka 

or Letna Park – two of the city’s leading running spots. The top floor is to be allocated as the 

main base for Prague International Marathon team, which heads the RunCzech Running 

League. This year the league anticipates seeing up to eighty thousand participants take part 

in its races. 

 

“Until now we’ve only ever had chance to meet up with runners for a few days during the 

year, always around race time.  But now we’ll be able to have them here every day. It will 

have a positive impact on everyone and I’m sure we’ll be able to draw inspiration from one 

another. We’re one step closer to transforming the Czech Republic into one of the best 

running locations in Europe,” Chair of the Organizing Committee and author of the concept, 

Carlo Capalbo revealed. 

 

On the eve of the 19th Volkswagen Prague Marathon, a celebratory opening was held at the 

new venue last night with a number of prominent personalities from the running world in 

attendance. Aside from the Race Director of the ING New York City Marathon, guests also 

included David Bedford, the former Race Director of the Virgin London Marathon and Sean 

Wallace-Jones from the IAAF, who’s in charge of awarding race Quality Labels.  Also present 

at the event was the president of The Association of International Marathons and Distance 

Races, Paco Borao along with Chair of the Czech Athletics Association, Libor Varhaník. 



 

 

 

Amongst those assigned the task of cutting the ribbon, was Olympic decathlon winner, 

Roman Šebrle who has just returned from a six-month stint in Honolulu. “I have been 

observing Carlo Capalbo’s work for a long time now, his enthusiasm and spirit which has 

gotten the whole of the Czech Republic running.  He is a superstar, and the more people we 

have like this, the better.  It will help allow sport to play an even greater role in our lives,” he 

said. 
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Notes for editors:  
 
The RunCzech running league  
 
The RunCzech running league brings together all the prestigious Prague races organized under the Prague 
International Marathon heading, along with races in selected regions of the Czech Republic organized by tempo 
team prague, and collectively known as the RunCzech races.  This series of races spanning the whole Czech 
Republic allows all those involved to combine their passion for running with a love for travel.  
 
During the course of 2012, 64,043 runners from all over the world took part in the RunCzech running league.  
This created a prestigious running ranking system for the 34,346 people participating in competitive runs 
allowing them to measure their results against other runners in categories according to sex, age, and the new 
grouping by professions. 
 
In 2013 the RunCzech running league includes the following races: 

Hervis Prague Half Marathon (April 6
th

) 
Volkswagen Prague Marathon (May 12

th
) 

Mattoni Karlovy Vary Half Marathon (May 25
th

 ) – a new race in 2013 
Mattoni České Budějovice Half Marathon (June 8

th
) 

Mattoni Olomouc Half Marathon (June 22
nd

) 
Prague Grand Prix (September 7

th
) 



 

 

Mattoni Ústí nad Labem Half Marathon (September 15
th

) 
And the host race the Košice  International Peace Marathon (October 6

th
) 

An eighth race will be added to the RunCzech running league in 2014, at which point capacity is expected to 
reach 81 000 runners, completing the project. 
 
Boasting a total of five IAAF Road Race Label awards, organizers of the RunCzech running league have received  
more of these accolades than any other group in the world which attests to the first-rate standards of the 
organization.  
These awards include: 
                    The IAAF Road Race Gold Label for the  Hervis Prague Half Marathon  

        The IAAF Road Race Gold Label for the  Volkswagen  Prague Marathon  
The IAAF Road Race Silver Label for the 10 km Run featured as part of the Prague Grand Prix  
The IAAF Road Race Silver Label for the Olomouc  Half Marathon – new in 2013 
The IAAF Road Race Silver Label for the Ústí nad Labem Half Marathon - new in 2013 

 
Prague International Marathon, spol. s r.o.  

Prague International Marathon spol. s.r.o. (“PIM“) was set up in 1995 by Carlo Capalbo, President of the 
Company with the aim of organizing a large-scale international marathon on the streets of Prague.  A total of 
958 runners made it to the start line of that first race. Since then, PIM’s activities have burgeoned into a whole 
series of running events referred to as the RunCzech running league.  
The Volkswagen Prague Marathon ranks among the top 10 world marathons taking place in one of the most 
beautiful locations.  The 2012 race attracted 9 057 competing runners from all over the world.  Since 1999 we 
have also been organizing the Prague Half Marathon along with the the Prague Grand Prix races over shorter 
courses. In 2012 the Hervis Prague Half Marathon became the year's fastest half-marathon in the world! The 
Ethiopian runner, Atsedu Tsegay completed it in the event record time of 58:47. 
Races organised by PIM are sponsored by some of the largest companies in the Czech Republic; Volkswagen, 
adidas, Hervis and Mattoni. The whole organization and atmosphere of the races has drawn a number of 
renowned names in the athletic world to the Czech Republic (the likes of Haile Gebrselassie, Stefano Baldini, 
Paul Tergat, Moses Tanui, Antonio Pinto and Patrick Makau), as well as thousands of visitors. 

In addition to the above events, PIM also organizes the Junior Marathon for high school students.  A relay race 
comprised of ten member teams which initially participate in regional rounds, the winners will proceed to the 
final as part of the Volkswagen Prague Marathon, scheduled for Sunday May 12

th 
2013. 

 
tempo team prague s.r.o. 
tempo team is dedicated to developing marathon races along with other running events held in Europe.  It was 
established in 2000 by a group of experts and sporting enthusiasts. The term “tempo” is derived from the name 
of the organization “The European Marathon Promotion Organization”.   
tempo team’s activities entail concept creation, brand building, and marketing as well as the actual 
organization of sporting events.  Right from the start, tempo team has played a key role in organizing the 
Prague marathon as well as developing the RunCzech Running series.   

tempo team is the name of the main organizer of races taking place in various regions under the RunCzech 
running league heading comprising the České Budějovice Half Marathon, the Olomouc Half Marathon,  the Ústí 
nad Labem Half Marathon and most recently the Karlovy Vary Half Marathon. 

 


